Albania

Invitation for Expressions of Interest

Corporate Financial Reporting Enhancement Project (CFREP) – Albania TF098923
International Strategic Consultant

Ref. Al-CFREP/V-CS/IC-01

This request for expressions of interest follows the general procurement notice for Corporate Financial Reporting Enhancement Project (CFREP) – Albania TF098923, that appeared in the United Nations Development Business on line on 5 May 2011 and will be published in paper form (Issue 799 of 31 May 2011), in the Public Procurement Agency Bulletin dated 16 May 2011 and also in the Ministry of Finance of Albania website and local newspapers.  

The Government of Albania has received a grant in an amount not to exceed Euro (€ 1,250,000) (“Grant”) from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (World Bank) to finance the Corporate Financial Reporting Enhancement Project (CFREP) – Albania TF098923 and intends to apply part of the proceeds of this grant to payments under the contract for “International Strategic Consultant”. The project is financed under a Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) grant, administered by the Bank and executed by the Ministry of Finance.

The Corporate Financial Reporting Enhancement Project (CFREP) seeks to support the first three year phase of implementation of the Country Action Plan (CAP), in the context of an integrated programmatic approach to support improving financial reporting in Albania. The project finances preparation of studies and conducts workshops to facilitate the reforms decision making process of the key policy makers and stakeholders, in order to raise their awareness of pending institutional development challenges to be undertaken in the subsequent phases, with World Bank technical advice. 

This request for expression of interest refers to the need for an international strategic consultant.  The consultant is expected to provide strategic advice to the Albanian counterparties in shaping and articulating their needs as per activities under various components, and during the implementation of the CFREP project.
The international consultant is expected to perform the following tasks: 1) Cooperate closely with the deputy Minister of Finance and Reform Implementation Group (RIG) in stressing and maintaining the strategic objectives of the project. 2) Assist the Albanian stakeholders in drafting detailed terms of reference for various parts of the project. 3) Cooperate with and provide strategic guidance on the activities of the local project coordinator. 4) Provide assistance to the deputy Minister of Finance and RIG in selecting the appropriate consultants and vendors for various project activities. 5) Provide insight on the gaps during project implementation and recommend best solutions or changes. 6) Assist the MoF and RIG in quality assurance for deliverables and outputs procured under the project. 7) Provide assistance during the preparation of semi-annual and annual progress reports 8) Cooperate with the World Bank’s CFRR with regard to project implementation and update on new developments and priorities. 9) Provide other professional assistance as may be required for a successful implementation of project activities.

The individual international consultant shall have the following qualifications: 1) At least 10 years of experience in Financial Reporting and/or Auditing. 2) Familiarity with IFRSs and ISAs. 3) Previous experience in implementing financial reporting reform and in reforming professional bodies is preferred. 4) International recognized Accounting or Auditing certification 5) Proven track record in managing project and strategic thinking 6) Ability to understand local counterparts and circumstances 7) Excellent knowledge of English language 8) Ability to write concise reports 9) Ability to communicate and coordinate efficiently. 
The assignment will to start in September 2011, and is expected to terminate upon project completion in October 2013.  

The effort level is maximum 100 days spread during the project implementation period.
The consultant is not required to be located in Albania, though he is expected to visit the country as necessary.  The consultant is expected to visit the country at least quarterly.

The consultant will report to the Deputy Minister of Finance and RIG. He/She will deliver reports for each mission on the accomplished work, with specific accent on any issues or/and recommendations with regard to the assignment and the way the project and the activities are managed.  Reports should be prepared in English and be approved by Deputy Minister of Finance and RIG.    

The service will be selected under the provisions of the World Bank Guidelines for the selection and employment of the consultants (May 2004, modified in October 2006 and May 2010), based on the method of Selection of Individual Consultants (IC), Time- Based Contract. 
Expressions of Interest in English (indicated with reference number TF098923 Ref. Al-CFREP/V-CS/IC-01), must be submitted to the address below, in hard copy by mail or in electronic form by e-mail, within the date 16 June 2011. 


Ministry of Finance
Blvd: Deshmoret e Kombit, No. 4, Tirana, Albania

Mrs. Anila Tanku, Director General 
Central Finance and Contracting Unit (CFCU) 
Tel/Fax: +355 42 451 180
E-mail: atanku@minfin.gov.al
